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& raimwater showerhead

helps one escape the everyday

in thas hotel-style ensuite.
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AMNDL-KATA

This ensuite has all the
glitz and glamour of one
you'd find in a five-star hotel.

FHOTOGRAPHY BY TONY POTTER

STORY BY ALEXANDRA FISHELRMN
STYLING BY KIRSTIMN R
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t you build a home for a family, it needs to be practical. Open-
plan living, a backyard, plenty of storage, separate bedrooms
tor the kids — the list goes on. The one place you can indulge
a liccle i= che mascer bedroom, Creating a private retrear w ith a

few much-needed luxuries. This is exactly whar Amgad Kamel

did when he designed a four-bedroom home for himself, his wife
and their rwo children in the Hills districe of Sydney. Amgad was
determined to make the master bedroom and ensuite feel more like
thar found in a five-star hotel suite and as an interior L!t;t-i:_::'m'h he

had the expertise to carry it off.
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SHAPE SHIFTING

[o construct their new home, the family went with a local project
homebuilder Eden Brae Homes, bur Amgad was able to alter the
i‘:-|.'||'.~\. as he saw e *T had half of the whole :.|!‘:-'-.[,'|ir'i. in which ta
create my bedroom, 2 change room and the ensuite,” he explains
5o | started by ,1..'<:-|n|1‘.nd.1ri|‘.g the :I“:il‘.gf I wanred in the
bathroom — the double basins, the basic shower, the hand shower
— and from that | moved to creating enough space for the change
room and then to the bedroom.”

It was important 1o ger the ensuire righr as it’s an expensive
process if you change your mind down the wrack, bur this was an
c':~;1;'q.'i.1||f.' ?l.l'.l:!::h H'.-I:-'.'.'.. as ri'li.' ||:-|:-l-: .""-lf'lg.i.l.i -:||‘.|I!:\-:‘i ::nr i".-:'ru::' "."-I:II_::.l.,':
have a huge bearing on how the rest of the room ook shape, not o

mention the success of his hve-star hotel concept.
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BRING ON THE BLING

Born in Egypt, Amgad studied architecture and interior design in
Cairo before moving 1o Australia in 1991, He developed an interest
in mosaics h:-' |1.'.|r::|||1-z'_ about their history throughourt the Middle
East. *1 E‘w} re just so detailed and the colours thvj-' LSE EFE 50
caprivating, he enthuses, "] hnd working with mosaics in general
can create more of an interest rather than 1.-.-:_|r|-.i;'.';_: just with the
contrasting tiles.” It was acrually long before the house was builr
that he spotted 2 mocha and w |1::-.--_;n|-.| glass mosaic and thought it
would make the perfect feature tile in a dark and dramaric
bathroom. "I loved ir, and | always wanted to implement it there,”
says Amgad, referring to his decision ro use it as the starting point
for their luxury ensuire

[0 add to the drama thar the mosaics had introduced. Amgad
strayed from Dulux Beige Boyale, a warm neutral chat he used
l||r~':ug:'.'1n:lul the rest of the house, and instead chose a rich chocolate
colour for the walls called Luck. It's the perfect complement o the
mocha tones in the mosaic, while the two mirrors separated by a
shimmering light hrting were added to pick up the white gold, giving
the whole ensuire a lavish lift. "I just wanrted it to be a bir sexier in its

approach to give you that five-star hotel feel.” he reveals.

B

AEOVE: The ensuite was designed to be "sexier” in its approach,
not unlike what vou might see in a five-star hotel
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Dulux Luck was choden a5 the wall colaur 1o complement

the mocha tomes in The motast Tiles

T .l!-n'l-.:q..,hd weanted the bathroom to fee glamarous and there i

plenty of sparkle to tempt the eye

AL The Vento glass modag Tiles are fradm Di Lorenzo, a des gmer tile

retaler located in Sydney and Mewcastie.

OWE: Fragrances and cosmetics are displayed among pie

from Amgad's travels throughout the world,
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Bathroom Essentials
Cabinetry: Ebony Macassar Laminex
Bathroom fittings and tiles: sourced from Di Lorenzo

Lighting: Mondo Luce
Paint colour: Dulux Luck
Interior design: Amgad Kamel ak interiors www.
akinreriors.com.au

PRACTICAL MEASURES
To stop the bathroom from entering OTT rterritory however,
Amgad needed ro dilute some of this glitz and glamour. To fill out
the room he chose a standard white wall and grey floor tile, which
gives the eye much-needed rest. He also picked our a mart wood
grain laminex for the wall-mounted cabinetry, which acrually helps
vo weigh down all the effervescent elements with its clean lines and
practicalicy.

Amgad has designed the ensuite cleverly so that when you enter
— despite the bling = it’s obvious the space still funcrions extremely
well, This gives you the opportunity to enjoy the g|:lr:~.:|ur. rather
than simply being overwhelmed by it. “The aim was 1o creare a
more relaxed mood; sort of warmer and cosier, rather than just a
broken up normal bathroom with a cold feel so to speak,” Amgad
muses. It's the perfect retrear from the stresses of everyday life; a

space thar awakens the feeling of being on holiday. W
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LEFT: This cantemporary chandelier came from Monda Luce Lighting
i Suerey Hills,

ABOVE: As well as being glamaorous, the bathroom is very practical;
in the shower an inbuilt alcove keeps shampoo <lose 1o hand

BELOW: A heated towel rack is mandatory in a lucury ensuite such as this,

“| find working with mosaics in
general creates more interest.”
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